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The Pacific Newts  
Genus Taricha 

California Newt  Taricha torosa Rough-skinned Newt  Taricha granulosa 

Red-bellied newt  Taricha rivularis  
(note all dark eye) Sierra Newt   Taricha sierrae 



Newt Life Cycle: What makes a newt a newt? 

Pacific Newts are exceptional! 

 

(Newts are a type of salamander) 

“Typical” Newt life cycle: 



Newts are VERY poisonous 
~2,000 mice killed by 1 California Newt 

~20,000 mice killed by 1 Rough-skinned Newt 



Rough-skinned Newt 
 
•Eyes don’t protrude past head outline 
•Dark around eyes 

California Newt 
 
•Eyes protrude past head outline 
•Light around eyes 



California Newt Life Cycle 

Terrestrial life – not much information on this phase 
May move 3 or more miles from breeding site.  



Breeding Behavior 

• Males migrate to bodies of water 
before females 
– Wait for females 

– Spend extended time in water 

 

• Male physical changes 
– Vent swells 

– Skin becomes smooth 

– Tail becomes laterally flattened 

– Limbs swell 

– Toes become more rough 

 





Eggs 

California Newt eggs Rough-skinned Newt egg 

California Newt laying Eggs 



Rough-skinned vs. California 

• More likely in streams in 
forests 

• Eggs laid singly 

• Slow development  

     of egg and larvae 

• Un-striped larvae 

• More likely in ponds in 
grassland 

• Eggs laid in clusters 

• Quick development  

     of egg and larvae 

• Striped larvae 



Larval Stage 
Duration varies greatly 

Only stage without toxic protection  



Metamorphosis and  
upland migration 



So, when are newts on the move? 
 1.Metamorphs move upland.  

Midsummer – Fall 
 

2.Adults move to breeding sites.  Fall – 
winter (Males may move annually, 
females every 2 – 3 years) 
 

3.Post breeding adults return to upland 
habitat. HIGHLY variable 
 
 
 

Pretty much ALWAYS 



.74 miles 
12 culvert crossings 



Drift fences at “hotspots”? 
Tiger salamander crossing, Stony Point Road, Cotati 



California Red-legged Frog 

• Federally threatened 

• California Species of Special 
Concern (CSSC) 

• Marin  
– More common along coast 

• Always in fresh water 

• Found in still water  
– Hunt with eyes above water 

 (or from water’s edge) 

 

 

 

http://www.californiaherps.com/frogs/maps/rauroramap2.jpg


American Bullfrog  
• Non-native  

– Native to eastern US 

• Highly invasive 
– Detrimental to many aquatic 

species  (will eat virtually 
anything) 

• Huge egg masses 
– Size of cantaloupes 

• Very large tadpoles 

 

 

 

 

Red-legged (for comparison) 





Northwestern Pond Turtle 



Western Toad 
• Near Threatened 

• Marin  

– Mostly in Novato area 

 • Adults make soft 
whimpering noise 

– Males sing from 
burrows 



Toad Eggs and Tadpoles 
Eggs 

• Masses are long strands 
– Up to ~ 5,000 eggs per female 

Tadpoles 

• Velvet black 

• Rounded body shape 

• Eyes toward top of head 

• Internal gills 
– Newly hatched young particularly 

vulnerable 

 

 

 

 





The End 


